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achieve its ends. And all “news” content and
commentary in cyberspace, TV, radio or in
print media continues to be strictly controlled
and manipulated by the communist party.

The Chinese government today is in the
business of breaking minds, bodies and
hearts. The repression is systematic, perva-
sive, unrelenting and unnecessary—the peo-
ple of China love their nation and deserve bet-
ter treatment. Even heroic persons like Chen
Guangcheng, Wei Jingsheng, Rebiya Kadeer,
Bishop Su, Harry Wu, and countless others
who have demonstrated by their extraordinary
perseverance an indomitable will to advance
bedrock human rights principles regardless of
cost carry the indelible scars of unspeakable
mistreatment.

The people who rule China today employ
these ugly methods of control to prop up their
own political power and increase their per-
sonal wealth. China, a great nation, deserves
better.

Far too many of us who live in freedom
often fail to exert ourselves in a meaningful
way to assist prisoners of conscience and
their loved ones—in China and elsewhere.

Far too many of us fail to empathize with
their plight. Or to see what's just below the
facade of the purported harmonious society.

How can it be that the 2010 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Liu Xiaobo remains in prison
while his wife Liu Xia is forced to endure the
extreme isolation of house arrest and is now
reportedly experiencing severe depression?

Perhaps we are uninformed or too busy or
prefer to look askance. However, with so
much preventable suffering being endured by
so many prisoners of conscience and their
families in China today, the time has surely
come for a more serious and sustained de-
fense of these heroic individuals and their
noble causes.

All of us—including the Chinese govern-
ment—have a duty to protect.

At a hearing that | held several weeks ago,
we heard the cries for release and freedom
from five remarkable daughters on behalf of
their wrongly imprisoned fathers and from a
dad on behalf of his unjustly jailed son. We
also received expert testimony from a pre-
viously incarcerated Christian pastor who
cares deeply for the vulnerable and at risk and
another human rights activist who was de-
tained in China after an attempt to visit a dis-
sident.
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to honor fourteen distin-
guished military veterans, community servants,
and American patriots who call the Third Dis-
trict of Texas home. All faithfully answered the
call of duty and placed service above self for
the sake of our great nation. Each one leaves
a legacy to be remembered, for future genera-
tions to follow, a legacy of bravery, loyalty,
dedication, and sacrifice. For their selfless
service, bold leadership, and undying commit-
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ment for their neighbor and nation, the fol-
lowing individual has been selected as a re-
cipient of the third annual Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation:

LeRoy Myrben served in the United States
Navy from 1955 to 1977. During his 22 years
of service, he completed six tours aboard air-
craft carriers, three of those tours during the
Vietnam War, and in total, served in ten dif-
ferent naval commands. After his many years
of active duty, he worked for 27 years as a ci-
vilian employee, developing government and
corporate programs, such as the design stage
of the Blackhawk Helicopter, F—18 Hornet. In
2003, he retired as the Director of National
Security Solutions and as the Director of the
Coast Guard Program before moving to Fris-
co, Texas.

Since moving to Texas, he’s been an ex-
tremely active leader and servant to the city of
Frisco, advocating relentlessly on behalf of
veterans and their families. Quickly after mov-
ing, he joined the Frisco Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) 8273 post and in one short year
became the Post Senior Commander and then
later the Post Commander. During his time as
Commander, he chaired the Frisco Veterans’
Walk of Honor project to develop a memorial
walkway that displays names of veterans on
the Memorial in Frisco’'s Commons Park. All
the while, he continues to be an active Frisco
Committee Parade member and has served
as Frisco’s Memorial Day Master of Cere-
monies for the past three years. As an advisor
to Frisco’s Mayor, Maher Maso, he developed
and now chairs the Mayor’s Frisco Veterans
Advisory Committee, which consists of individ-
uals from all military branches selected to ad-
vise the Mayor and City Council Members on
issues pertaining to the veterans. Mr. Myrben
not only put his life on the line overseas, he
continues to sacrifice his time, energy, and ef-
forts every single day at home to ensure that
his fellow veterans receive the care, attention,
and honor they rightfully deserve.

LeRoy Myrben, let me both thank and con-
gratulate you on your exceptional service to
our country and community both past and
present. It is my pleasure to award you the
2013 Congressional Veteran Commendation
for the Third District of Texas.

————————
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, had
| been present, | would have voted “yes” on
rollcall No. 641 on H. Res. 441.

———
HONORING RICHARD “DICK”
FREELAND
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OF INDIANA
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Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a distinguished Hoosier,
Richard “Dick” Freeland, who passed away on
October 20, 2013. | wish to express my heart-
felt gratitude and appreciation for his leader-
ship and service to the people of Indiana.
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Mr. Freeland was a Nevada native and lowa
transplant who later moved his family to Indi-
ana to pursue the American Dream. He start-
ed his career as an ironworker in lowa who
worked on Atlas rocket sites throughout the
Midwest. In 1967, Mr. Freeland started a part-
time job working for Pizza Hut for $1.25 an
hour. He eventually worked his way up to
store manager, area manager, and part-owner
in an lowa Pizza Hut franchise.

Mr. Freeland moved his wife and young
family to Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1972 and
opened their first Pizza Hut franchise. Over
the next 40-plus years, the business grew to
include 48 Pizza Hut locations in Indiana and
Ohio as well as four Kentucky Fried Chicken
restaurants. His knowledge and business acu-
men was so well respected by the corporate
office that he was asked to travel to Poland to
advise the Pizza Hut team on improving their
operations. Soon after, he became a partner
in those Pizza Hut and Kentucky Fried Chick-
en restaurants in Poland and the Czech Re-
public.

Mr. Freeland sought to hire high-quality em-
ployees, train them well and empower them to
make decisions for the benefit of themselves,
the customer and the business. In his free
time, he was involved in local, state and na-
tional politics and enjoyed hunting, fishing,
traveling, and breeding Arabian horses at
Freeland Farms. Mr. Freeland was a member
of numerous corporate and charitable organi-
zation boards and served as the regional fi-
nance chairman of Bush/Quayle campaign in
1992.

Mr. Freeland left his loving wife, Deanna,
two children, six grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild.

Mr. Freeland’s legacy demonstrates the
promise of hard work and the extraordinary
opportunities afforded to the individual by lib-
erty and American free enterprise. Dick’s story
should serve as an example to millions of
young Americans. Through hard work and per-
severance, the American Dream can be real-
ized. There are very few places in the world
today where a part time hourly worker,
through his own toil and dedication, can not
only be promoted to management, but build
an empire. And then use his success for the
betterment of our nation and his fellow man.
Mr. Freeland’s life and story are a testament
to the unlimited potential of every individual,
our great nation, and America’s bright future.
America is quite exceptional indeed.

Rest in peace my friend, and thank you for
your example and leadership.

———
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, at
our full committee hearing on Tuesday, De-
cember 10, | asked Secretary of State Kerry
whether he had raised Pastor Saeed Abedini’s
release during the Iranian nuclear talks. | read
him the following advance excerpt of the testi-
mony that Naghmeh Abedini—wife of Pastor
Saeed Abedini who remains imprisoned and
subject to torture in Iran—would offer on
Thursday, December 12. “While | am thankful
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